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pleasure of holiness. Some of them are incom-
patible with it, and from their very nature
quench it. These are the fleshly lusts that war
against the Spirit. Others, though not it, are
yet imbued with a portion of it, some in a greater
degree, some less ; until into the thirst for
knowledge and into chastened human affection,
there seems to have been transubstituted the very
thing itself.

But we must here note this. These pleasures,
even the highest of them, though they must be
granted to us as sacraments of holiness, are
yet in themselves distinct from holiness. The
good man may long to acquire knowledge ; the
good man may long to receive love. But he
may be called upon, also, to forego both ; and
if he respond to this call of God willingly and
with his whole heart, he will be not the less
holy, but the holier, It is essential to the
entire position that we remember this. For
were this not the case, the system of the
theist would be as faulty as the system of the
positivist. Each system requires alike that
we should, if asked to do so, surrender all
pleasures but one. But the theistic system
alone can supply such a pleasure which, through